THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
M.G.L. Chapter 269, Sections 17-19

AN ACT PROHIBITING THE PRACTICE OF HAZING

Section 17. Hazing; organizing or participating; hazing defined

Whoever is a principle organizer or participanttia crime of hazing as defined herein shall beghed by a fine
of not more than $3,000 or by imprisonment in adeoof correction for not more than 1 year, or bghtsuch
fine and imprisonment.

The term "hazing" as used in this section and atices 18 and 19, shall mean any conduct or medfiod
initiation into any student organization, whetharpublic or private property, which willfully or c&lessly
endangers the physical or mental health of anyestiuok other person. Such conduct shall includepihi,
beating, branding, forced calisthenics, exposutbdaveather, forced consumption of any food, liggbeverage,
drug or other substance, or any other brutal treatrar forced physical activity which is likely smlversely affect
the physical health or safety of any such studentiter person, or which subjects such studentt@rgerson to
extreme mental stress, including extended depanaif sleep or rest or extended isolation. Notwéthding any
other provisions of this section to the contragnsent shall not be available as a defense to @sgpution
under this action.

Section 18. Failuretoreport hazing

Whoever knows that another person is the victithazing as defined in section 17 and is at the soksech
crime shall, to the extent that such person casodeithout danger or peril to himself or otherga such crime
to an appropriate law enforcement official as sasmeasonably practicable. Whoever fails to repaech crime
shall be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000

Section 19. Copy of sections 17-19; issuance to students and student groups, teams, and or ganizations; report

Each institution of secondary education and eatttipand private institution of post secondary eatian shall
issue to every student group, student team or stuntganization which is part of such institutiani®recognized
by the institution or permitted by the institutitmuse its name or facilities or is known by thgtitation to exist
as an unaffiliated student group, student teantuglesit organization, a copy of this section andices
seventeen and eighteen; provided, however, thigstitution's compliance with this section's requilents that
an institution issue copies of this section andises seventeen and eighteen to unaffiliated stugienups, teams
or organizations shall not constitute evidencehefihstitution's recognition or endorsement of saidffiliated
student groups, teams or organizations.

Each such group, team or organization shall digteila copy of this section and sections seventegmrighteen
to each of its members, plebes, pledges or appiidanmembership. It shall be the duty of eacthsgroup,
team or organization, acting through its designaféder, to deliver annually, to the institution attested
acknowledgment stating that such group, team arozgtion has received a copy of this section ail s
sections seventeen and eighteen, that each o€itshers, plebes, pledges, or applicants has recaigegy of
sections seventeen and eighteen, and that such,deaum or organization understands and agreesnplg with
the provisions of this section and sections sewnéad eighteen. Each institution of secondary athrcand
each public or private institution of post secoydeducation shall, at least annually, before dhatstart of
enroliment, deliver to each person who enrolls igldime student in such institution a copy oistisection and
sections seventeen and eighteen.

Each institution of secondary education and eadligar private institution of post secondary ediaashall
file, at least annually, a report with the regeafthigher education and in the case of secondatitutions, the
board of education, certifying that such institatllas complied with its responsibility to infornudent groups,
teams or organizations and to notify each full tshedent enrolled by it of the provisions of thégtson and
sections seventeen and eighteen and also certifiyaigsaid institution has adopted a disciplinasljqy with
regard to the organizers and participants of hazing that such policy has been set forth with gymiate
emphasis in the student handbook or similar mehosromunicating the institution's policies to itadents. The
board of regents and, in the case of secondarijutishs, the board of education shall promulgatgutations
governing the content and frequency of such repand shall forthwith report to the attorney gehargy such
institution which fails to make such report.



